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grades of four rural mountain schools (98 in Prater-Borders and.@ﬁllard—

., mountaln schools and 292 fifth’and sixth graders from three Fayette County

s

OCCUPATIONAL AND EDUCK%IONAL GOALS OF LOY-~INCOME
CHILDREN IN KENTUCKY, 1969 AND 1975,

by
Anne V, Gabbard-and A; Lee Coleman ' .

- In 1969 a group of fifth and sixth graders from low-income areas in three
Kentucﬁ§ counties answered a;questionnaire concerned with edncational and occu-~
pationallgoals. A similar group was questioned in 1975, .?his report lor s
briefly at what changes in the.attitudes and aspirations of element;ry‘s ool
‘children have occurred during the past 6 years, In oxder to make the data "
available as soon as possible and in a form readily usuable by egucators and
others, this report is based on percentages and -yercentage differences. More

sophisticated analysgs will be presented later.

“The 1969 sample groups conslsted of all children in the fifth and sixth

Hensley schools, Magoffigufounty, and 88 in Rogers and Red River Valley
schools, Wolfe County) and all the fifth and sixth gradérs in three urban * -
schools (169 in Carver, Jeff Davis, and Johnson schools In Fayette County).

. . - “ . ) \
The 1975 sample consisted of 199 fifth and sixth graders from the same rural

schools serving low-income areas! (Johnson, Ashland, and,Harrison). In each

year & few children were absent ‘on the days of the survey, and a few were

. 0 '
eliminated because they were not low-income or were belieyed so retarded that
»they could.not answer‘the simple questionnaire, The sample from the urban

schools in both 1969 and 1975 was half black and half white, whereas the rural

Appalachian sample for both years was all white. Both urban and rural samples

were about.evenly divided between boys and girls, and the rural sample in both

A}
'

1carver and Jefferson Dév&s schools were closed between 1969 and *1975, v ,\)
W)y
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'69 and '75 was, as/a whole, slightly younger than the urban group; In 1969

¢

.the average age of the rural children Was ll O,years compared with 11,4 for

¥

the urban group, and in 1975 the ages gpré 11 6 and 12,0, respectively. In the.
75 sample of white children, both urban<and rural, the garls were younger than
the boys, whereas the wéverse was true in the nrban\black gronp. The age dis-
parity between males and females was quite slight in l969, and the relationship&
was the same for all groups, urban and ruxal, black and white--the girls being -

only very slightly younger than the boys,

-~ . i {
R - ;-

occgeﬁ&xom,ﬁ ASPTRATIONS AND EXPEGTATIONS o

% e . ’ d

The students were asked two kinds of questions about their occupational //f
goals, One dealt with their aspirations (what kind Bf job they would 1ike if /Q%‘

&0

they could do anythimg they wanted), and the other dealt with their expectations

(nhat‘kind of job they really expected to have some. day) Predictably, expec~
tations were somewhat lower than aspirations in both 1969 and l9?5,, That is, R
more students named professiodnal, manaéerial, or higher technical jobs when ' HN
asked about their aspirations than did when‘asked vwhat hind of job they really ' i
expected tp—haye.) For example, 61% of the entire sample in 1975 and 56% of the
1969 sampl%'aspired to grofessional or managerial jobs, but only 52% in 1975
arfd 51% in 1969, really expected to obtain %hat‘kind of job

From the above mentioned figures it is evident that aspirationsgin 1975 {»mﬁw

N
wefe somewhat higher on a scale of social prestige than in 1969, Looking at

the samples more closely reveals that this increase is to be found mainiy among -

I

the urban boys. “In 1969 only 27, 37 of the black males and 25% of the white

s

urban males asp1red %o jobs in %he professional ~technical category, but in

$

,1975 approximately twice as many desired this type of job: (58 7 and 46 3%,

respectively). Correspondingly, there was not so much intérest.'in the "blue ° . .

¢ ;".:‘&

collar" jobs as' there had been in 1969 (Table 1), Although more of the urban{ 3
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TABLE 1, JOB ASPIRATIONS BY RESIDENCE, RACE, AND SEX:
.PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUFION: 8Y TEVEL OF JOB ASPIRED TO, 1969 AND 1975

A3

[y

3

Rurai o Urban ,
Occupational White , White " White White Black Black \

Category Male Female Total Male - Femdle Male  Female Total Total

‘ -__1969_ PR _ _
Professional, o : : .
Technical — %4.6  7h.7  59.2° 25,0 81,9 ~ 27.8 738 53.0 56.3
" Parmers 7.6 0.0 3.9 2.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 2.3 y
. Managers, ‘ . /

Proprietors 1.1 0.0 0.6 2.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.6 ///
Clerical, . . ' . /

Sales 2.2, 184 10,1 45 136 2.8 48 © 6.6 8.4
Craftsmen, o : ‘ (

Foremen 1744 0.6° 8,8 20.5 0.0  11.1 C.0 7.8 8.4

~ R .
Operatives 141 0.0 7.3 9N 0.0 9.4 2.4 7.2 7.2
Service o . L .
Worker. 5.4 6.9 6.1- 29,5 k,5 33.3 19.0 21.2 13.3
Labqgébé 3 7.6 0.0 * 4.0 6.8 0.0 5.6 0,0 * 3.0 3.5
T - : : :
AIL :\Q;;y/# 100.0  100.0 | 100,0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100:0  100.0
. N= (92)  (87) 79) 4y () (36) (42)  (166)  (3h45)
\ ST SR R e% e e e e e an o e em e e e am m e e e ol o e e oam e e :u. -----------
-1975-
Professional, ., . - . '

Technical. 2k,  85:2 54,7 k6.2 77.5 58,7 76,3 65.3  61.0
Farmers 6.3 1.1 3.7 0.0 V14 3.2 0.0 1.1 2.1
Managers, o . : .

Proprietors 0.0 0.0 0.0 .3.0 1.4 3.2 0.0 1.8 1.1
Clerical, ST 1 o

Sales ’ 1.1, - 8.4 b7 7 0.0 8.5 . 6.3 6.6 5.4 5.1
Craftsmen, e g y '

Foremen ' 22.1 0.0  11.1 9.0- " 1.4 6.3 0.0 4.0 6.9
Operatives '-33.7 0.0 16.8 . 7.9 2.8 48 2.6 69 10.9
Service: . ! ‘ . B : . |

Worker < 3.2 . 42 3.7 1974 7.0 17.5 145 144 ‘10,1

. Laborers . 9.5 1.1 53, 45 0,0 0.0 0.0 1.1 2.8
Ay 100,0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 +100.0 100.0  100.0  100.0
N= ) %) (90 T (63) (1) Nen (1) (a1 | (usn)

' = ' bt
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black and urban white males aspired to professional-type jobs in 1975 than in

1969, a rather large proportion mentioned service jobs as their desired occu~

_pation, Within this category fall such occupations as policeman, fireman, jan-

itor, cook, hospital orderly, and barber, Eighteen percent of'the blacks and
9% of the white boys aspired to these types of johs in 1975 compared with 33 7
and 30%, respectively, in 1969, This was the highest percentage in any category
in l969 for these boys, In 1975 the service category was still high in the
choice of the urban boys, ranking second, The urban girls, black and white,
showed little change in thelr aspirations; about three-fourth aspired to pro-
fessional or technical Jobs in both 1969 and 1975, Nursing and teaching were ‘
mentioned most often,

The specific Jjob most desired by the urban black boys in.l9?5 was that of
athlete, with 20 out of the 63 black males(or 32%) mentioning this Hsion
(Fig, 1), Six out of 71 urban white boys (or 8%) mentioned athl%te (Fig, 2).
Fourteen percent of the urban white boys asgired to truck driver, and this was
the most frequently named specific occupation*among them, However, moxe of the

!

urban white boys mentioned professional Jjobs,“such as vetei)narian, engineer,

or scientist, than did their rural countexparts in 1975 or their urban counter-
parts in 1969.

Policeman, which was the occupation most desired by both black and white
urban boys in 1969 (20% of black boys and 28% of white boys), was mentioned by -
only ll7 in each group—iﬁ l9?5. Physician or lawyer was aspired to by 147'of
the urban blacks in 1969 and 12% of the urban whites, but fe popularity
to 5 and 4%, respectively, in 1975, The shift of“urban black males to the
glamour'occupation of athlete (32%), which is olassified in the professional

Job category, accau or the great increase in level of aspiration for this

R /‘w'"*n.

gr@up. Nevertheless, the urban black boys, as did the urban white boys, men-

tioned a wider range of professional occupations in 1975 than théxﬁwid in 1969,

6

N
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i Although the percentage mentioning physicians or lawyer was down ’ there was / ]

’ y /o X
" in ],975 increased mention} of veterinarian, minister, pharmaci\st, banker, en~ .

~-

.gine'er, and scientist, ) * . ' VN

Y v p] . * ’
- N .

. ’ M - 1 . b
There was a startling change, in the reverse direction,-in the aspirations - T

B

of rural white mo/\.|ntain bpys (Table 1 an§ Fig, 3). Whereas’ 144.6% wanted pro-’

1!4

“fessiomal jobs in 1969, only 2l 2% did so in 1975. Accordingly. here Was an.

increasé in the number of boys_ desiringef,"blue colla.r" jobs, with the largest

incre/aée in the operatives category (3%@;1 1975 Yompared with 147 in 1969) ‘e ’ =

In 1975 wellsover half (567 ) aspired to égccupations in the operatives and // e .o
) craftsmen or foremen categori«es. But uniike the urban boys very few rural ' )

boys desired- service Jobs, perhaps reflebting \{he lowerwincidenc&.oi_s\ “.’i

jobs in rural aﬁreas. It is difficult, to ascertain how-much of this downward i ﬁ'

shift can be attributed to a real,\ack of ambition or a downtrodden feeling

and how" much should be attributed to the sudden rise in prestige, or m?stique,

of truck driving and the "“C-B" (Gityfzens' Band) rad.io, A further contr bu?l(g . e .

factor might be the. increased activ/

)

ty in the coal/mining industry n the
L3

o

or engineer in 1969 down /o 1% in 19?5.
Whereas the rural 7bys shifted downward on a prést‘ige scale in their

occupational aspiratior?s, t;he' rural girls . dicated higher aspirations in 1975
thyhey did .in 196?//’(Ta/t/xé 1), " Three-fourths (74,7%) ot the yural girls
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desired professionai jobs in 1969 compared with 85,3% in 1975; and. there‘was
a corresponding dognward shift in the percd™qtage desiring clerical JObS from
18% in 19612 to 8% 1:5 1975, '

‘. )
Nursin and’teaching still head the list of Jobs rest desired by girls -

~

rural 9p/urban, black or white (Figs. 6-10), However, the pesgentage of girls
desiring these particular jobs was down slightly from 6 years ago,Nexcept in
the case of teaching as a desired occupation among white urban girlgd, Here,

there was an,increase from 35% to 42%, In general, there was a yhder range of

‘JObS mentioned by all girls in‘1975. Jobs such as recreatio /gzrker, athlete,

mechanic, carbenter, farmerg horse trainer and social wo fgjweré mentioned in

<

1975, but not in- 1969. 0n1y one girl in 1969 aspireg’¥o the profession of

physician//;ut b d1d in 1975; no girl mentioned Aeterinarian in 196Qp‘PUt 57-

L]

did in 1975; and -10 girls in- 1975 wanted to’be”’a police officer, wheteas none

»

éessarily realistic, fAnd wé do indeed see many children in this 1975'samp1e
reaching for the stars--partiéularly the urban‘black males in their desire to

emulate- the many.talentedfblack athletes performing in the Olyﬁpics and pro-~

. fessional sports today, On'the_other hand, the response of the rural males

is somewhat contradictory‘to expectatlons and seems best explained as a upique -

<

(and perhaps temporary) fascination with truck driving and its increased pres-

tige, which has been reflected on several TV shows and in the economic advances

PR

o 'txggﬁers\in the coal fields, \\The interesting feature of this aspiration is

™

T~ f «

Vo5 g
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the 28% aspiring to it- and conversely, the aspiration to be professional a

>

that it is probably an attainable goal (assumlng good economic co)

\

letes is most likely an unobtainable goal for nost of the 367 black boys'as- ™~

piring to it, An awarehess of this is’ reflected somewhat in the,response of . ‘*773\
these boys to the question, "What kind of JOb do you really expect to haVe whd% /Qﬁf
you grow up?" TwoZthirds of the rural white boys expected to have the §ame \\defbca?
Jjob to which they aspired, whereas only 59% of the blgck bbys mentioned the
identical job in response to both the aspiration and expectation questlions,
Ihe highest correlation between Jjobs desired and job expected was among the
rural white girls, 76% of whom both desired and expected to obtain the same

. . s
job, The lowest coxrclatlon vas among the‘urban'white females--only LW7% ex~
pected to get the job they ﬁouid really iike to have,

These figures are in keeping with the assumption that expectations will be

lower than aspirations, A comparison of Taole 1 with Table 2 shows that, with .
the exception,of the black nales in 1969, expectations for botn yeaxs were

#

somew‘at lower than aspirations-—that is, fewer children expected professional'
Jjobs than aspired to them. The exceptions were the 28% of the black males who

- aspired to professional jobs in 1969 compared with the 35% who sald they act=~

~ue.lly expected to achieve this type job, The g1r1s continued. in 1975 to have .

much higher asp\\ations and expectations than the boys, There was a slight

rise in the expectations of rural white girls during the 6-year period The

0’

black urban girls remained about the same in their level of expeotation, but

the white nrban girls had somewhat lower expectations than their 1969 counter-:

parts, v
" As with Job aspirations, the greatest difference between the two time
periods occurs among the‘boys--with expecﬁations of urban black and white boys
much higher in 1975 than in 1969, and expectations of rural white youth much

lower in 1969, Since most of theyboys think they really wiiljhaVe the job they b ‘"

“ - . - N . . ' -
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'TABIE 2, JOB EXPECTATIONS BY RESIDENCE, RACE, AND SEX: e
PERCE;\ITAGE ﬁISTRIBpTION BY }LEVEL OF JOB EXPECTED, 1969 AND 1975
. . - ) ' ™ . o

= XY _
' ) o ’ Rural & ' Urban < . .
Occupational White White ‘White White Black - Black ' S Y
Category Male ~Female Total Male Female " Male Reviate~.Total Total b
g . ¢ - ¥, . . ;
~1969- d N R
Professional, * ' A . o -° 1‘
. Techmical . 32,5 . 7L.A  51.9 . 19.% - 75.7 . : jﬁ 51.0 -
' “Rarmers > 1.2 0.0 .56 0.0 0.0 3. 0.0 3.0
M"a‘i}agers . : ' '\ i Pt i
. " Proprietors 1.2 0.0 0.6  .2.8 0.0 0.0 -+ 0.0 0.7 0.6
; i"'"""/'(/3lex-'icatl, R L .
S&les 307 13.7 8.7 803 1 o] m;:\ 0.0 206 5’5 7'2
L , . ’;\;‘ v s
‘..  Craftsmen, . Do ot
~. _ Foremen 26,2 0,0 13;2 25.0 £0.0 . ‘3137‘.'7 0.0 2.7 11,4
Opstatives 14,0 ~ 1.2 7.5 - 15,7 .7, /8.8 5.3 B3 7.8
Service - . - . o . .
Worker 2.5 12,5 7.5  19.4°. 10,8 26,5 25.7 - 20.0 3.4
Laborers 8.7 1.2 5.0 8.4 0.0 14,7 2.6 6.2 5.6
CALL 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0- 100,0 100.C  100.0 100,0 10Q.0
N = (80)  (Bo) (160)  (36) (37 (3k) (38 (15) (305)
* - 1
- - * i 3
95 , \
Profesgional, _ - ’ .
Tectnical 20,0  Th4 U595 39,3 ~ 66,8 50.9 68.8 56,8  52.1
Farmers 10,0 2.4 6.4 0.0 1.9 3.6 0.0 1.3 3.5 ¢
*  Managers, - . . . < N G g N
Proprietors 0.0 . 0.0 0.0 5.4 - 1.9 1.8 0,0. 2.2 1.2
« . Clerical, s : ’ -
_Sales g,0 > 12,3 . 5.8 1.8 3.6 1.8. 9.4 L. 5.0 "
_ Craftsmen, \\\ N T E . “ ’ e
_ Foremen 25,6 0.0 . 13.4 1057 1.9 10.9% 0.0 . 5.7.°.9.0
Operatives 32,2 0,0  16.9 “,21“.&”:?«,,..5,36;. 1B - 16 7.3 115" .
‘éeI"Vic‘e '\‘"*b\"’j ‘, ‘ o :"k .' :'.Ac.‘;.
Worker 3.3 8.5 5.8...12s5 13,1 29.%t. 15.6. 17.5- 12.,5° =
Laborers 8.9 2.4 .58 8.9 . 5,6 0.0. 4,8 4.8 '5,2\‘1M
ALL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 '100.0 100.2 100.0 100.0 100,0
_ /N = gloe)  (82) (172)  (56)  (5h)  (s5) (M) (229)  (401)
’ . j\, PSS “ 3 -
(l : iy : S K o »
f 20 A .
. -~ RN -
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want, the same agﬁifEE:ZB jobs‘appear as expected -jobs, with onlya slight
‘decrease in frequencies among the professional jobs and a slight increase in
the.hlue-collar jobs, HMany children who do not name identical jobs as aspi-
rations and expectations name an expected job, in the sane occupational cate~
gory . For instance, a rural boy may namewtruck driéer as his desired occu-
pation and farmer as his expected job, These jhbs are close on an occupatlonal
prestlge scale. Likewise, a black urban boy may hope to become an athlete

but really expects to become a physioian. Both of these occupations are in

the professional category, and thus we see onL&ia slight shift downward in

expected occupation, but a far from perfect correlation between_deciqed and

. a R © .
< ) = -

expected jobs, ) ‘ ) ) o N

Thus, it moulgrappear that while a.few children are more "realistic” in,

2

thelr expectations than they are invtheir aspirations, many childfen in this
age group still are rather unrealistic (and probably fluctuating) in their
Job choices and expectations, Although it is difficult to completer
un&erstand the great inerease in the level of aspirations and expectations

" of urban boys, especially the blacks, and the/great decline among rural bops;

one can view the former .as quite encouraging. and the latter as not altogether
. &u
dlscouraging. For if low-income youth, particularly blacks, are to rise to

7
L]

highexr economiq'and social levels, they must first aspire . to do so, It isal ‘

| . ltherefore encouraging to see these urban youth looking up into ars.

for surely the dream must precede thé’reality. On the other hand, it is
not discovraging to see the rise in prestige‘of jobs such as truck-driving,

for there will never room at the top for everyone and to encourage all to

»

so aspire may be neither fair nor honest, Therefore, it may behoove our

~§993?ty to raise the prestige apd ncome-level of very necessary--but

L]

heretofore rather disdained~~vocations.

’

-
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One of the questlons on both ‘the l969 and l9/5 questionna*res attemphud
to’ determiue//hat influence the adv1ce of yarious people close to the childreu

~ might. h//c on thelr future plans. The chlldren ‘Were queried diroctlJ as to
:fjaje/adv1ce was most important to them. v ' ‘{' | > a
, In both l9o9 and 1975 parental advice Was valued most highly by these
students (Table 3). The rural children showed no change over the 6—year

period: The gitls stil} considered their mothers advice most important, and

4 .

the boys looked to thelr fathers, ' ; ' ' o T

The urban group as !‘rhole valued mother s a§v1oei;ore than father's,

This was true of all urban chi.ldren in 1975 male or female, black or white,
&

and was true, also for all except the whzte males in 1969 More of this

/ [ .
latter group .considered father®s advice most important in 1969, but the »e- //
P
verse was true in 1975, However,'uuipercentage valuing the mother‘®s opinlon

most in 1975 was only slightly hlgher than that favoring ather (48 p°rcen

&

-

compared with 43 percent) ‘ -

Altnougn the black urban éirls valued theil momhers opinion most in

-

‘ both 1969 and 1975, there was au increase in 1975 in the percentage in this

group who sought their fathers' ikhdce (up from 5% in 1969 to,lz% in 1975).
L : . H . oo - P
. The other two urban groups showed little charge over 6 years, In both years

N 2‘4

almost 50% of the black males considered their nothéess! advice most important
and about,35% valued their fathers' advice most, -“Almost three~fourths of the
white urban girls in both years tiought the1r mothers? advice ‘most important

to them,

. B

Three things stand out in both 1969 and 1975, First, parental advice

e

is far more important to these children‘than that of any other persons or’

e

grcups. No other tjP° of person was named by as many-as lQ7 of any grouo
R

”,

.
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TABLE 3,

- PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY

Y

MOST mpomwsoa CONCERNTNG FUTURE PLANS:
3 OF PERSON NAMED, 1969 AND 1975

—

w

“uhep
-

. s Urban

Rural

White

.

“White White. .White Black Black

Female Total j'Male Total

- _Male -

Mother 24.4

Father " 62,2

Sibling Couh

Other
Relative 7

Teachgr ~ .
Preacher

Adult Friend-
Neighbor

»

‘Other kids = - 2.3

Qtﬁer//

3

62,5 133

33

Female Male _ Female Total
~1969~ | '
37.2
42,17 . 18,8

51.9
33.9 .
4.3

. 61.5
24,8

47.2 ,x85°7'

73.8

11:8  35.3 . 4.7

21.6
i, .

© 0.0 4 5.9
/S N

9.1 . 6.7 . 2.3 0.0
2.

4.8 2.4

1.8

T 0.6 2.9°
2.9

2.9

L8
2.3 2.7

.. 0.0

3.4 0 2.8

4

0.0 0.0 0.0

-

2.4 ‘2.9

0.0 2.4

0.0  -1.7 0.0 0.0

; TOTAL 100.0

4§90),;

‘ .
. 100,0
(43)

100.Q - 100,0
(88). (178)

100.0
(42)

' 21.5

Father

-

64.5

Sibling 4,2
Other
'Re}ative~

Teacher ’ 2.2

Preacher
' Adult Friénd-
Neighbor
o
Other kids

' ‘,1.1

0.0

1 L] 1
. £
2.2

-

Other

3,2 - 2.0

65.5 42,9
440"

49,2 68.6
36.1' s 17.1
4,9

24,5 1.1 -

5.1 4,7 2.8 4,3

2.6 k9 43

2.6

2.8 _
3.3 /3.3

0.0

341 5.6

‘ 0.0‘

4.3

0.5 0.0 0.0 0.2

2.¢ 1.1 2.8 0.0 1.1 .

Ok

0.8

0.0

1.6"

1.4

1.1 1.4

(93)

7 (98) - (191)

100,00 100.D 100.0 100.0 100,0  190.0. 100.0

C(72) (61)  (70) . (266)  (457)

»

1
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in either year,

Second, boys ;seem to value t

s / ) ’
girls do and,, conversely, girls tend to valua-their moes,fs' advice more than
boys do, This does no@, however, contradict the thiid/trend: ‘that urban boys

. / , ‘
value their mothera'/advice nuch more than do rural’boys. In part, this

i
/ Y
undoubtedly due to the greater number of broken marriages in the urban low~- '

than in rural Low~incone areas, .
-/

In addition to thé,question, "Whose advice is moséfimportant/}o you

fcone areas (pa‘}icularly among blacks)

about your future plansj “'the chlldren were asked to check,on a list, each
/

of the types of person with whom they had talked about thelr future plans,

’

Again, parents were named far more often than others, and this wasg partic-~

ularly true of the mothers (Table 4). With the exception of the wh;te urban

and rural boys in 1969 and -the white rural males in 1975, mothers rank as’
L3 - - 'Y ~

the person talked to most by each group of children,

Fathers were reported most talked to by the rural and “urban white boys
=

in 1969, but only by the rural boys in 197519 Bfothérs, sisters, and other
relations were consulted by one-fifth ‘to one-fourth of all groups in both

ey years, - Teachers uere listed by 10 to 30% of,thekvarious groups in

3 p . ’ . \
he two years, In 1975 black urban boys and girls listed teachers moxe than
any other group did,

Ministers were named by fewer than 10% of all kroups

in each‘year.

EN

s
.

A major change oocurred over -the 6-year period in the numper of children
interacting with their peer groups, Wlth the exception of the white urban -

girls,lall groups indicated sharp increases in the percen%age who had spoken

with "other kids,"

' whp reported‘?&lking with adult friends p¥ neighbors, These persentages axre

given in Table &,

There was also a large decrease in the number ‘of children

o~
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TABLE 4,

e

-2,

./’

PERSONS WITH WHOM CHILDREN SAY THEY TALKED ABOUT FUTURE JOB:

PERCENTAGE WHO NAMED EﬁCH TYPE OF PERSON, 1969 AND 1975

Rural

Urban -

White
Male

White

White
Male

White
Pemale

Black

Male Female

Black °*

)
va
O

Total *_ Total

‘Mother
Father
Sibling

Other
Relatlve

Teacher
Preacher

Adult Friend-
Neighbvor

Other kids

Other person

46,4

53.8
48,4

61.8
62.9
2748

+ 32,6

24,7 26.3

20,6 28.1° 2u.é
13,5

0 0.0

12,4 12,9

27.0 2“.‘2

27.0 27.4

T 1.1 2:2

Female Tdtal.

0.5

~1969-
46.7

”

?9.1
28,3

w 67,4
51.1

22,2

26,7 34.8

30,4

’?oa

3z+.'8

4.3,

. 2748

61. 66..7

. 58. 21,4

27. 23.8

26,1 28.6

25,0

8.3
és.o///{;1.o
/ 23.8
/o

2.8 (g

29.3

42‘_5 .

3.4

(89)

(186)

(36)  (42)

(355)

Father
Sibling

* Other,
. Relative

Teacgér

P;7acher
"Adult Friend-

"Neighbor:

5ther kids®

_“cher person

- 26,8

63.7  58.8
38,2 49.7

32;i/// 29.6
20,6  23.1
7

.49

61.9°

25.8
12,4

3.0 40

17.5
37.1
14,1

17‘6 4 1706

39.27
59

17.1

38.2
S
540~

9.5 14,5

5.4 g 000

17.6° NAR
}60_8

3.9

43,2
1.4/

28.2

6.3 1.3

26.6 26,9
- u4.9

2.6

35.9
6.3

TR

3603

-30.1

8.1 |

e
. b —

18.9

4,5 4,3

21.9  20.2

39.5

/ 4,1

71

N =

(97 (102) "~ (199)

(O

(76)

(6 . (78

(592 ~(ior)

“lz\ﬂ: Percentages total to more than 100,0% becgygg respo
e wmth whom he had talked. /

dents were “to indlcate all person
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TABLE 5, EDUCATIONAL ASPIRAbeNS BY ‘RESIDENCE, RACE, AND S8EXz” ~ ./
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY EDUCATIONAL 1EVEL ASPIRED TO, 1969 #ND- 1975 Y
.t '; f ) : - 7
el Rural / 4 : Urban, /
. 7 . ; 7 " .
Edugational  White White White ' White Black Black /AU
Level Male Female Total Male Ferale Male Female Total otal

L. P . , -1969-

8th Grade. 3.0 2.2 2,7 - 8.9 0.0 ‘5.7 0.0~ 3,1
o \J . A . . , .
1~2 Years o , ¢ . o
High'School 4,1 3.4 3.8 . 2.2 . 2.2 0.0 0.0 2.5 '
Trade School, - . L T oo . - 4
Not High . - . e SR R T L e
~School 1.0 0.0 .Y 0.5 2.2 olo ©T0.0 v 0,00 06 0.6 ¢ h
Finish Higa  ° . ] ' . S Tl :
~ 8chool * 17.5 6.8 2.4+ 13,3 13.0 " 11,4 " 9,5. 11,9 12,2 .
. . 7 Lt N . ! « s s )
‘. Finieh High .. / - | 3
' Sc¢hool & Go ' ’ ° ’ ' N s

Trade School 6.2 5.9

4.k

.

408“ ;‘WS-L‘* 5;6 " '

8,5 //

67,587

(4 1-2 Yeaﬁrs x .~. . | . | ) B ' gy
College: . 9,3 0.0 4.8 13.3 6.;' 17.1 14,3 ,1‘2..5, ’
. Finigh College 58.8 : 82.0  69.9 .- 35.7 S 739 - 572 T7Lh 64,8 -
. ALL 10020 - 0.0 100,0 100,0 100.q 100.0° 00,0 106,80 +100.0
. N= (97)  (89) (186)  (k5) - (46) (35)- (). (368) (35h)
e e e e e e e e e e e - TR
Ny . L e L

Bth Gradge = 7.3

o 1-2" Years s
- . ._ High School. 13.5 ~

R N s, e -
"L/“W’;, /?/ -

Not High ) o
Schocl 2,1 0.0 -
;/ (’,
Finish High . \ :
s+ ' School 22,9  16.8 /A,
) Finish High ’ i
School & Go . .
Trade School 9,4 2.5 3.9 . 3.1~
1,2 Years - - /‘
CO 'Z' a ;:30"7 7/9‘ 1 .8 .

7

49,5 BH.5 _ 70.2

1.3 2.4
v
r—“'o’.‘ﬁ
.;g‘-‘
5.2 - 10,7
:JS.ZI 4.2.

SN

1 1.2// 12‘{6/ ‘,1('0,‘9 5,
75,3 64,8, 604 .

“(78) (6

phe—— z -t < 0 .
100, _-10070+ 10070 190,'.(y1 '00,0." 366.0  100.0 ‘

(488)

YOS

— 7 . &

(77)_{(290)
y.4 ‘ S yIne / '._\.',‘

26/ /

A} ‘
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EDUCATIONAL A'SPlRATIONS AND EXPECTATIONS
¥ ' ’ t’ ‘
- 'The survey in bot&years asked also about the students educational
aspirations and gxpectations,, In 1969 a majority of all the fifth and }sixth

g?caderé* interviewed hoped 3t"o finish college, although not all of them really
- e‘x;',ectedfto. The greatest change (ove the 6-year period again tmcu!;ted among
thé-’oo;lrs. In°l9?5 less than a ma,)ority .of ‘the rura.l white males and urban
’white ‘males hoped to fini& ‘college; and. of these, the- rural boys had had the -
_xgreaterﬂchange in aspirations over the 6 years (Igble 5) whereas, in l969, |
687 of the rural males ho‘ped to attend college for at least a year or two, in -_
1975 only 457 wanted to attendlcollege and 38% hoped to finish, There was
a.lso among this group a maJor increase in ythe percentage who wanted to drop
out before finishing high school-—-up from 7% in l969 to 21% in l975-- and a.
greater portion of rural boy/s wanted no more than high school completion or
a high school diploma plus some vocational training (32% in l9.75 compared with -
24% in, 1969). N ) , o I ‘
‘ . The white urban boys alsor showeds a downward shift in educational aspi—

A

969) There was no significant change in the percen~
“-tage Qf urban white youth who would like to drop out before finishing high )
.school (12,3% in 1975 and 11, xz in 1 (However, this is still a rather
‘high percentage. It wav‘s the highest percentage among all the groups in 1969
and was second only to the \eral boys in ’1@?5.
On.the other hand,a startlingl_y large proportion of 't;fhg l9?5 sample /4.

®
“urban blaek ma.les indicated a desire to finish college. Almost 90% hoped to.

go )Q)college -and 7% wantéd to graduate, This was an infease from 74% and - P

‘ )

. .
L3
A
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57% in 1969, This .increase and the decrease amopg the rural boys seem to

reflect some awareness on thL students' part'of just how much education is
. \ N . 0 .

necessary for the ocdupation they would 1like to have, The black males seem

. ¢ \ - . . y ’ . R
to realize that the road to g career in professional athletics is best travel-

led in.college, and the rurall white boys seem to know that operating a truck" f

v
v

A

LI

|

does mog _require muchif rﬁal ducation, .o

white boys, ho ever, showed an increased desrre to obtain

professional job but decreased ambitions to finish college. Although this

|
i

seens contradictpry,it\ uts the occupational and educational aspirations of |

black, indicated much higger\eiucational g03
(Compare Table 1 with Table 5.
) The white girls, as ‘did the white boys, had Iower educational aspirations-

v

in 1975 than they did in_l969. ‘H.ghty-two percent of the rural girls hoped
to finish college in 1969, but gnly 68% hij#ed to in 1975, Of the urban whi&e

girls,‘65% in 1975 compared withxiu%‘in 1969 hoped to complete ‘a-college ed-

‘ ucation. Among both of these gro ps there was an increase in those who‘wanted

|

: |

y N

to drop out before completing high school Although the increase was on1;§:::::::::::==§~_j

light among the rural girls (up about 2 percentage points), it was more __ _

striking among the urban white girls (10,5% in 1975 compared with 2 27 in

.

1969) - - o '

4

These 1owered educational aspirations of the rural girls are difficult <

to assess in view of their occupational desires. Why, for instance, should
there be an incregse in those desiring professional JObS (757 in 1969 and

857 in 1975) but a decrease in those wanting to finish college (82% in 1969

and 687 in 1975)? Although these chil\\en were probably aware of tie education

\
necessary, for occupations such as physician, lawyer, or veterinarian (all




. 227~ .
. -

‘newly mentioned in 1975), thejr Jmay well have been unaware of the educat'ion
necessary to'be a social worker or rec:reational worker (also newly mentioned
in 1975), This might account for some pf the diScrepancy. It is also ,likely_ v

\

that some of those mentioning nurse or teacher might 'have meant nurse!s aide,
prac¢tical nurse, or teacher's aide, for which less ‘education is necessary,
The cbrrelation between the occupationa.l and educational aspirattons of

the" urban white girls is more reasonable. The trend is downward in both

spheres.' Howev'er, both i_.n.;19?‘5' and 1969 there was a a.iscrepancy, with m'ore {
girls wanting pré‘fessional .jobs, than wanted to finish college, This is the |
reverse of the situation among the .boys, where educational aims were higher
than occupational goals. \‘ . . - . '
. Of all the groups in 19?5, the ur'ban black. girls had the highest . ed-
ucational aspirations. Thre‘,fourths, of these students (75.3% hoped to
'-finish college. The percentage“for this grouIS" in 1969 was only:slightly
lower, 71,4%,  These percentages are highly consistant with occupational
aspirations for this group--?&.f)% wanting professional Jobs in 1975 and .
754 3% hoping to finish colleges in 1969 73,8% wanting to obtain a professional

o

Jjob and 71.17:% Roping to obtain a college degree, ‘ : L . B

© Nt only di-.d the urban black girls have the highest edncational aspi-

N

rations in 19?5, they also had the highest expectations. That 1sy wh;n/asked

‘ ho\w{ar they xthought they really would go in school, 60% felt that they really
“would finish college, The ‘black males and rurgl white girls had the next
highest level of expectation in 1975 (53%,in each group expected to finish
coilege'). These rates were up .considerably from '1969/for the. black students
and about the same for the rural girls (Table|;6).. . .

The black rnales showeci the largest increase in educational expectations-- -

‘up from 33% in 1969 to 53% in 1975 in the proportion expecting to finish college

4 . ~ .

. .
) ' 9 | A ’
- 2 » .
' , ‘ s .
‘
'
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TABLE 6, EDUCATIONAL EXPECTATIONS BY RESIDENCE, RACE, AND SEX:.
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL EXPECTED, 1969 AND 1975 )

J‘.y\. . Rurzsl : Urban I
“\. ' Educationzl  Wnite @ White White White Black Blaqkj}' :
A Level ‘Mals» Female ‘Total Male Femzle Male F‘em:;ﬂ.l Total ‘Total
\ . - \ : - : ' ! ‘ -1969— .. . . -
.8th@rade ~ 3.1 23 27 67 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8 2.3
1-2 Years ’ ' , ) ’ : .
High Sehool 2.1 5.7 3.8 6.7 2,2 -2.8 0.0 3.0 3.4
Trade. Schoc\fl.\', ) - '
" Not High . o , .
School ' 0.0 0.0. 0.0 4oy 0.0 5.6 0.0 = 2.4 A1
Finish High ~ - ! .
School, 36.1 . 27.3 31.9 22.2 32,6 19.4 26.2 25.4 28.8
Pinigh High : ‘ ' ‘ '
School & Go ’ ] . :
Trade School 5.2 3.0 4,3 2,20 4,3 78,3 4,8 4.7 4.5
1-2 Years ' Y ’ : . C L,
College 11.2 8.0 9.7 15.6 19.6 30.6 21.4 21.3 15.3
‘Finish College 42.3  53.3 47.6 42.2 41,3 33,3  U47.6 1.4 446
ALL 1060.0 100.0 100.0 1Q0.0 ° 100.0 100.0 100.0 / 100.0 ° 100.0
N = .o (97 (88)  (185)  (us)- . (U6)~...(36)° (M2) (169)  (354)
e e e - - . ———— - - - M e m e e e - - — e ——— -
‘ ~1975~ ..
8th'Grade & 7.2 2.9 5.0 - 8.2 - 9.3 .
*1~2"Years o
High Schoel: 20,6 . - 2.0 11.1 8.2 9.3
Trade School, '
>~ Not Hgih - . .
School 1.0 0.0 0.5 1.4 0.0 ,0,0 ., 0.0 0.3 0.4
Finish High~ . o . '
Sehool  32.0 28,4  30.2 268.8 29,3 7.8 9.0 + 19.0 23.5
Finish High ' . -
School & Go o - . )
Trade School 6.2 - 5.9 6.0 8.2 . 2.7 0.0. . 5.1 4,1 4.9
1-2 Years » ) - - ’
- . College 13.4 7.9 1006 - 19.2 12,0 - 32:8. 20.5 20,7 16.6
Finish College 19.6--. 52.9 - 36.6  26.0 37,4 53.2 60.3 AM4.2 1.1
ALL — 100.0  100.077100,0  100.0  100.0, 100,0 +100.0 100,0  1Q0.0. .
N=" (97) (102)  (199) " (73)  (75)  (64)  (78) (290) (489
y \\, . ‘ ) \ - .._
L L N “'—’30 : .
\ ) [ '| ) ¢ 2 , t \\ |
R S \ . 1. R . o ;’
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. black boys showed a substantial increase in the percentage‘

6% expected to drop out of school before graduating from high school, On

: T -
—,/4ef*%””§¢r The urban white children indicated that many .of then also expected to

to go "to college, if not graduate (86% in 1975 compare with 64% in

v
3% expected to do this in 1969, The difference in aspirations and expectations

for this group was not as great in 1975 as it had been in 1969, Six years

ago 5% of the black males hoped to go to college, but only "33% expected to’ '

go that far. The percentages for 19?5 were 2\*and 53, respectively,

The spread between aspirations and expectations was also reduced for

the black girls in 1975, At this time 75% aspired to a,goliege éducation, —¢=$57)“‘g::-

and 60%‘thought they would attain it+. In 1969, 71% hoped to finish college,

but only 48% thought they woulddo so, The white rural girlsjjaho‘showed ¥
) S et " ll

the same level of educational expectations as the glack boys (53% expected -

All of the other groups,. the rural white boys and the urban white boys
and girls, 1ndicated lower educational expectations In 1975 than they did
in 1969, The white rural boys showed the greatest drop in expectations,
from 427 expecting to finish céllege in 1969 to only 20% expecting to do so
in 19?5. The urban white boys were down from 42% in 1969sto 267 in 19?5 and
the‘urban white girls were down from #E%.to A7%. The rural bo;sNEEEQ‘hadN\\“‘\: ~
) . . e
the»ﬁighest percentage expecting to drop out before finishing high school,’
287 in~ 19?5. compared with 5% in 1969, . o ' ) ’ -

drop out. Ninete n percent’ of the gir d 16% of "the boys expected to do

so.:fIn 1969 the highest percentage expecting to dr ut of school was




3,

ﬂf::::a\fBIQP:SEE\\\f?: white rural girls are, however, the exceptlon. There was

- \ ~30- L

among:tn" urban'wh@te boys, with.l}%.z The urban white girls showed afdra— "

matic increasa\in those expecting to drop out--up from 2% in 1969 to 19% in

1975 (Table 6)

<

Further explorlng £he drop-out problem was this question on the survey.
"Have you.ever talked with your _parents about dropping out before flnlshing
high school?" There was an increase in all groups of those who ‘said they had

talked with théir parents about dropping out of school, but among the urban '

blacks and the urban white males the change was very small, —The percentage

’ PR ’ ¥
of yurban.white girls who talked-about dropping out increased from 15% in 1969

~

to 22% in 19?5, and the rural white girls showed a still greater increaée,

_from 7 to 13%. The largest increase occurred among ‘the white rural boys,

>

with 32% of them in 1975 hawing talked with their parents about dropplng out

\
of .school as opposed to 15% in 1969 (Table 7)., This increase is not surpris-
ing in view of the great incrgasgjin;the bercentage of white rural toys who
indzcate —~that their edacationai'goalfis'in fact to drop out before high

school completion (Table 5).-

?

In general, the trend in percentages of students talking to thei¥ parmiaa—

about dropping out 1s in keeping with that of students actuaIIy desirlng to

© 1little increa e\oqer\tneasix~year period in; the*number of these students

\
desiri ng to drop out, but the percentage talking about dropping out almost

[RSNY —————— ’ ¢ -

doudbled, - o .
P h

N 2A follow-up survey in 1975 of this same 1969 group revealed that in
fact 42% of the urban white males dropped out, Only 14% of the urban black
. males dropped oﬁt, and the drop—out percentage for the urban white and ur-
ban black girls was 52 and 24 perceﬂt) respectively, Forty percent of the
~xural white boys dropped ‘out as did 98% of the.rural white females o
(Wlished data), o T
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TABLE 7. EXTENT OF DISCUSSION WITH PARENTS ABOUT DROPPING QuUT or‘SCHOOL
PERC"WT%GE~D1§S§IBUTION, 1569 AND 1975 -

TSRS
~

, ; Rurala . ' Urban :
. BExtent of - Wnite White . White - White Black Black o
Discussion Mzle ° Pemale °‘Total . b‘{ale - Pemale Male Fez}lale Total Total
' ’ -1§69— L - ;o : .
A Lot 4.2 1.1 2,7 2.2 0.0 2.8 7.1 3.0 2.8

.S

A Little 1.3 5.6 8.6 17.8 15,2 1.1 2.k 11.8  10.2

“~

None 84.5.° 93,3 88,7 8.0 848 8.1 90.5 85.2  87.0

TOTAL . 100.0 100.0 100.0 1()9.0 100.0  100,0  1Q0.0 4C0.0  100.0

wm MR SR Mm WR em e R WR Mm m A N B e W% e e e Ee g WR e e M W am M em % e we am wm v wm Am v ww s em e b

A Lot 17.7 © 1.0 . 9.1' 841 7.9 b,7 1.3 5.5 . 6.9

A Little 14.6¢ 11.8 . 13,1 13,5 1465  10.9 9.0 12,0 124«

«

None 67.7 8.2 7.8  TB.4° 77.6 8w 89.7 82,5 80.7

TOTAL 100.0  100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0  100.p
(74) ~ (76)
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o TABLE 8, PAREWIS' EDUCATIONAL GOALS FOR THEIR CHILDREN,
AS PERCEIVED BY THE CHILDREN: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, 1969 AND 1975

.

.

Rural Urban . .

. Educational  White White White, Whife™ Black Black ‘
Goal Male Female Total Male 1 Female Male Female Total Total
. ' ~1969- ' : ‘
8th Grade 0.0 1.1 0.5 2.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.6
1-2 Years . ‘ .
. High School 0.0 1.1 0.5 - 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.4 . 0,6 0.6
Trade School, i - ‘ ' ’
Not High . ) = .-
*School 0.0 © 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.4 0.6 2.3
. Pinish High -
i ‘ - Sehool 1.3 11.4 1.4 15,6 17.4 13.9 16.7 16.0 13.6
] Finish High - . ' . ‘
P School & Go . . L - . .
‘ Trade'\—§_9h001 101 ; 203 1.7' - 0.0 2.2 208 0.0 102 104
1-2-Years s S ' ‘
) College 7.2 3.4 54 k4 87 13,9 W8 7.7 65
Finish College 80.4  .80.7 80.5 77.8  71.7 69 .4 73.7 73.3 77.0
AL ,7,100,0  100.0--"100.0 100,0 100.0 10Q.0. 100.0° 100.0 i 100.0
N = (97) . (88) (185) (45) - . (46)  (36) (%) (169) (35H)
. e .________._._._.Z_/../:' ______ ,}—...-:-...‘:...»::.’._f:’..——_-.
- - ~1975~ _
8th Grade 0.0 1.0~ 0.5 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.4
" 1-2 Years : . o
* High School 0.0 0.0- 0.0 0.0 39 00 .0, 1.0 0.6
Trade School, . o ‘ ’ x P
Not High / ‘ Lt |
.8chool . .. 1.0 0.0 0.5 = 1.3 0,0 . 0,0 % 0,0 . 0.3 0.4
Finish High . - o & T ~ \
" Schopl 33.0 2t.5 27.2 23.0 15.8 0.0 64 1.6 179
- Rinish High A '
' - -School & Go o * :
‘ "Trade School 3.1 2,0 2.5 4,1 0.0 1.6 1.3 1.7 2.0
1~-2 Years . . . )
, College 3.1 2.0 2.5 5.4 6.6 9.4  10.3 7.9 5.8
. . Pinish College 59.8  73.5 66.8 - 6k9  73.7 . -89.0 82.0 , 77.2  72.9
AL . 100,0 °100.0 ~ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 - 100.0
Nz . (97) . (102) * (199)  (74).  (76) - (64)  (78) (292)  (491)

LR
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INFLUENCES ON EDUCATIONAL GOALS .
The students were also given the opportunity to evaluate their parentsi\

. . e
desires about how far they should go iIm school There was little change over

the years in how many thought that .their parents wanted them to drop-out of
school;ﬁhut significant chanée;\occurred'among the urban black boys;an_\the B
rural white boys in how man thought their parents wanted them togfinish 4 ©
college, Whereas 80% of the rural boys in 1969 thought their paren wanted

them to finish college, only 60% thought so in 1975, There was a corres-

ponding increase from ll% who thought their parents gust wanted them to

finish high school 1n 1969 to’337 in l975. It is interesting that although
32% of these boys in 1975 had talked with thelir parents about dropping out i _ v
-~ before completing high school (Table 7), none of them perceived thls as a

parental goal for themselveshﬁTable 8).

~

Just as<the educationél goals of black boys were higher in 1975 than

‘ _.,\_

in l969, so were thelr perceptions of parental goals, Seventy percent

those boys in_l969 thought their parents wanted them,to f h college, but - -
' 89% thought 8o in 1975, The black girls also indfcated higher\parental aims, !

up from 74% to 82% (Table 8),

The percentages for the an white girls remained the same, but fewer

-

->\\
of the rural white girls and the urban white boys in l975’thought ‘their
parents desired a college education for them and Jmore thought their parents

L ‘W { /
would be content if they comploted'high school . - 7 -

P 'r*’\.

This downward trend in perceived parental goals is revealed further in

responses to the question, "How do your parents feel about your finishing
high school?" The rural white girls were the only groups in which percent—

ages remained about the same, 4 little over half of ‘these girls in both

L hd

years felt that their parents would insist on their finishing high school

o
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TABLE 9. PARENTS' FEELING ABOUT THEIR CEILD FINISHING HIGH}-SCHOOL‘.
AS PERCEIVED BY THE CHIL}: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, 1969 AND 1975
Rural RS Urban ¢
Parents! White .White White,  White Black - B}}e,ck
Féeling Magifle Female Total Male Female Male Pémale
. -1969-"" " .
Insist I S ; LA -
Finish- = T 53.9 54,8 - _48’._9 54,3 52,8 48,8

s

4

~

Rather I T ‘ L
Finish : h207 M9 8.9 45,7 - uh 488

Don't Care A ©.0.0 0.07. 2.8 © 30

Rather..I Not .

-

Ooo - 0001 Ooo / . 0'0/
0.0 - 2.3 11, 2.2 0.0, 0.0 2.l

*

100.0  100.0_ . 100.0 "100.0 feo.q 100.0  100.0  100.0° 100.0-
(97) (89) (186) - (45)  (46) (36) (#1) . (168)  (354)

<
k4

"> Insigt I ) C . T
Finish - . M1.2 52,9 47,3 - B8 da.2 371 koL

. lc o

. _ / . .

Rather I+ : . o PR e .
Finish 52.6 46,1 49,2 53.9. 57.8 59.0 7 56.5 53,6
goifl't_Carfe L3 0.0 . 1.5 b1 " 0.0 0.0 . 2.6 1.7 1.6 :
_Hather I Not..- ' - o , ~ I
N Finish *° 0 3.1 1.6, 2.1 2.7 ¢ 1.3 0.0 1.3 1.k 1.6

N

AL 100,000, 00,0 100.0 . 100.0 100.0  100.0  100.0” 100.0
EER - on) Go2) T (199) (7). (76) (64) + (78) (292)  (491)

—~ \*‘.I‘his category ie omit}ied on t¥e 1975 diatributibh because no child in 1975 responded
(i-' - to this choice, T _ ,

~ . o .
- . .




ih all other groups léss than half thought so ;ﬁ 1975, but close\tO'half.

or more thought so in 1969, « Except Eor the rural mhite girls,‘there was a
larger percentage in 1975 who' thought their parents would rather they complete
their high school education but not insist upon it, ranging from 53 to 59%

in l975 and 11 to 49% in 1969 (Table 9), *

° ‘\ &\ N
N &.""‘..

Ihere ‘is an apparent céntradlction in perceived parental goaIs among

R

| 1the olack children. One’ might expect that children who thought that the1r

parents wanted them to.finish college won}d also feel that.their parents

&

would at least require them to complete a hlnh school education, This is
. not the case, for fewer black children thought their parents would insist
on a high school education in 1975 than did in 1969 (down from 53% for the
boys and 49% for the girls in 1969 to 42 and BZo,'respectively (Table 9).
_ At the same time, 89% of the,hlack boys and 82% of the black girls felt
. %heif parents wanted them to finish college, compared with 69 and 74% in |
1975 (Table‘S). It is‘probable that the‘children are’here»discriminating'
« 5etmeen the:peiceiyed desires of their parents and the percelived pressnre
that the parents wouId apply, which are, of course, not.necessarily

) » N
-correlated. v A >

The survey also sought to determine how much ‘and to whom the children

~ e

talked about”their educatlonal goals. There was not much change in the
responses £o this question from 1969 to 1975 (Table 10) In both"years ;

a large maJority (more than 75% of eash group) said’they talked with thelr
mothers about how far they shogld go in school Mother was the person most

3

often consulted by the children in each group but she was cOnsulted by some~-

what fewer in 1975 thanlin lzf?:///////;x/‘ . oL
s q . a .
) . In each group the fathe € ranked second in percentage of children

talking over’thei veducatignal goals with them in 1975, Among the,urban

e ©




TABLE 10, PERSONS
EDUCATIONAL,_GOALS:. ~PERCENTAGE WHO NAMED EACH TYPE OF PERSON, 1969 AND 1975
/ .. I - - .

7

Rural ’ : -

Pergon. Whi White . White White Bla 1{ Black s
Talked: W:Lth - Male FemaleA Total Male FPemale Male Female Total Total

AP ~1969~ A : /
;/////////Me%ﬁg} 7 89.7 921 90.9 8§.§ 84.8////83.5 8.0 816 ST
- Father //(/// 701 640 . 67.2 bz 65,0 611 M5 6.8 k23
" .7 Sibling 2.7 . 27.0 IR 161 T1.8 6.7 0.4
‘ Obher” A . S : | / ‘ '
Relative = 16.5  21.3 ;?1/8.8’ 33.}/ 37.0 22.2

PR

" Peacher 20,6 . 247 22.6. 3.3 30,4

' Preacher 3.1 1 ‘2.2 6.7 8.7 \‘ - 4.8‘_ ;7-1

‘Adult Friend // ' - ' : ) | o
or Neighbor 9,3/. 12,k 10.8 28.9 21.7 21,4 21 9

-~ : y ) :
Other kids 1003 12.%  10.8 . . C 9/ 16.6
id ) , : .

Other Person * 2. 0.0~ 1,1 .0 T 2.4

(#2)  (169)

~ C-1975-
. :79.9 824 77.6 @& y o _
Father - 72,2 62.7  67.3  52.7 Lk, 7 50 -0 . 48.3
sibling = 29,9 Ze.A T 3.2 2.0 ka2 . 26.6 b 2B

Other L o oo . g
Relative’ 25.8 . 27.5 26,60 20.3 19.75 32.8 0. 2975 25.3 25.9
. . . a / “ N o .

Tepcher 2156 .21.6 216 10.8 - 17,1 234  25.1 - 18.5  19.8

. 2 -
‘Preacher 1.0 3.9 . 2.5 1.‘17’.,";1.3 6.3 2.4 a2
* Adult Friend - 2/ S
1 '2

« or Neighbor 11‘3 © 15,7 13.6 '15,8'/‘ 2033 ‘12\.$ ’15.1 BTN

- Othér kids - 20, 6 /235 22.1° 203 224 15,6 1kt . 182 .19.8 ‘
Other Person + . 3 )/ b9 o 0.0 . 3.9 6. 3 2.6 3.0 35
( (102) (199)/ () L6) (6w (18) _(22) (o)




groups this represepteéd a substantial increase, Fathers also ranked second
in 1969 for the rural glrls and boys, and yere tied for second place with
ol brothwrs and sisters among white urban males, FOr the other groups, urban

black.boys_and girls and urban’white girls, a bréther or sister.ranked sec-

. ond fd fathers third in”l§6§:_;7‘f‘“- - o o N
.// . 7 e . C o, ; ’ - ..
7. Aumong the urban groups Here was a>dra atic decrease in/tgeinunbefzgj;,,

‘,/ <
sibling, but 1itfle change among/the/rural groups,

cbildren'who talked with

Other changes occurred in the percentages onsulting other relatives, with a

4
slight increase.-among the rural girls and boys and an éuen greater increase
, among the blacﬁ/drian boys, Theourb white/boys and girls and the black

’

glrls indica ed that fewer of the consulted other relatives in l9?5 than

.

with 7other kids" about how far te g0 in school Ipe'percentage of b/ys talking,
s
to their peirs was up“from 10% ¥n 1969 to 21% in 1975, and the figures for the,
. girls was up from 12% to 24%, This is similar to the incggased peer group

1 interaction tbat was noted in reported consultation about occupational goals,
It is,surprising that this large increase- was qoi noted among the urban:
.. pd A < Lo . .

- (ohildren. Percentages. here were higher, but effe;tiyely remalined about/th

/.

///// sane (Table 10), " a - -

s Iy

i The percentage in each group talking 1o &eachers about thei educational

K
‘s

I

_.20% in 1975, This decline Was gre among white urbat boys and girls, '

thqﬁ§bildren were much more liﬁely to have
ycationa éé;liethan about’ their occupa-
. , ) 7

On the whole aid for b .




Comparison ofsthe 969 and 1975 s

-

and edn/gtional goals of white rura boys a black urban boys, Black urban

Boys'progected.i‘/{975 much higheA/gareer and educatiggfl goals for themselves

://9'1975, and the change in goals for’white«urban .

boys presented}a.mixed pi ure, The result of these changes was that in 1975

the/i?als of black boyé//ere much higher'than those o% uhite’boys. We have

- s
fered some tentative explanations for these trends but the reasons should
explored ﬂurther in additional research. ( o

here was much less change among the girls, although there is evidence
i t shlft téward a wider range. of career choices, In l975 girlsg
l rojected hléher educational and occupational status levels than did

. s

boys, - - o ST e ‘.
Both_surveys 1ndicated that children of this_age do not discrimlnate
much between occupational asplrations and expectations, tending to respond
slmilarly to both questions,. They seem to differentiate somewhat m6re between
pirations and expectations with reference to educational gdals but the cor-
respondence between their educat/onal and occupational goals is not great RS b ;

A
enough to indicate full awareness of the llnk etween education nd oc~ . e

cupationai/attainment.

J——

Lo .

/ group. concerning both occup:i}onaldand educational go s. Mothers were
most often consuIted, especiatly about education. oweter, over the 9
/

" \-— ]
pariod there seemed to be an increase in peer-gpoup" interaction relating

! e
to goals, Teachers did not rank vexy high ong those from whom advice

40
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was sought in elther year, and as‘sources of educational’advice -they declined :
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_,_ over }Ie six years, especially among urban whites, .
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